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ARKANSAS COLLEGE
By Rev. N. M, Ragland, Pastor Emeritus
0f the First Ghristian Church, Fayetteville, Arkansas

The carser of thié institution of lasrning was brief, brave, and
brilliant. It was loceted at Fayetteville, Washington County, in the
ozork Mountains, a place like Terusalem, beautiful for situation., From
a small beginning the school grew into a College of large proportions and
of commanding influence over a wide region. It was in the flower of its
fame when the Civil Yar awept over the country like a storm, and the once
flourishing institution was brought abruptly to a close, but not to an end,
for the school virtually reappeared in the State University located in the
town by aet of the legilalature in eighteen hundred and seventy-one, nine
years after the Arkensas College was burned to the ground.

Arkan sas College was so intimately associated with its founder, the
lamented Robert Graham, that no adequate history of the institution can be
written without ample mention of this singularly gifted and lovable nman, |
He was borm in Liverpool, Tngland, on the fourteenth day of August, eighteen
hundred and twenty-two., While he was yet a lad hie father and mother emi=-
grated to the UnitedStates. They lived a few years in Wew York City, and
f£inelly located in Pittsburgh, kennsylvania. Both parents were devoted
members of the Episcopal Church, and the son was carefully trained in the
prineiples and practices of that communion, He was taught both by example
and by precept to love God, to keep his commandments, and reverence all
gacred and beautiful things. His piety, inbred and inborn, was not an
assumption, To him it was as natural as breathing. His father, Mr, William
Graham; wes a sea-captain, who visited many ports both of the eastern and
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of the western hemispheres, "Few things," re are told, "contribute so muoh'
to the variety and animation of the household life in a seaport touwn as
-the constant coming and going of husbands, fathers, sons and brothers, on
their more or less distant voyages. The home of a sea-captain is marked
by peculiar excitement and gladness during his visit, followed by unusual
fears, anxiety, and loneliness while he is away. Hi g wife and children are
deeply affected by ﬁhe wintry blasts, by the tldings of ship-wreck and storms
at.sea, by reports of pirates and naval captures. Vhen, after long and
perilous voyages, he comes back in safety, with what eagerness do the
children listen to his story. They talk it éver among themselves, and feast
their imagination on its wonders.m

Robert, though young, went with his father as a guest on some of his
trips at sea, The sights and the incidents on these voyages made a ldasting
impression on the boy's poetic mind, and gave him an abiding love for the
ocean. Tpese images and experiences, in later years, he wrought into forms
of wonderous besuty and grandeur when preaching the evangel of Cprist to
listening congregations. There was something in the breadth of his thought
and. the sweep of his imagination that was like the wideness of the ocean,

After the family was settled in Pittsburgh, Robert attended the publie
schoocis. ZILater he learnéd "the art and mystery of house-carpentry." He
served five years as an spprentice. On receiving his indenture as a car-
penter--"The happiest moment" in his life~-as he often declared, he set up
a shop in Allsgheny City. Two Venitian shutters on a house in Montgomery
sfreet stend to t'is dey as a sample of his work. Whatever he did, whether
on wood or on the minds of men, he did well, Having a cunning hand and a
constructive.mind he soon became a master-workman., In spite of long hours
of labor day by day and the study of books at night, he never absented him-
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self from the house of God on the first day of the week, At the age of
seventeen years he identified himself with the congregation of the Disciples
of Christ worshipping in Allegheny City, and was baptized by Reverend
Samuel Church, an able and distinguished minister of the gospel, who left
the impress of his own beautiful spirit on the mind end the heart of his
'young convert.

A short time after completing his apprentice-ship he went to Bethany,
Virginia, to work on the college building then in process of erection, though
ooccupied in part by professors and students. His life at Bgthany began on
the first of January, eightéen-hundred and forty-three.' On the suggestion
of Alexsnder Campbell, the president of the institution; young Graham entered
thé classes of 'the=._colleg;3~'-fsill;thg'Wéather wbuld allow labor to be resumed
on the building. At the following commencement he represented one of the |
literary aocietiqs on the program. The oration he delivered on the occasion
wag a ré#elation. My, Campbell gaw at onée , thay to confine suich a heart.
and such a mind to the drudgery of a house-carpenter would be like hitching
a race horse to a plow. Mr. C-raham used to say that this incident was the
turning point in his caresr. Mr., Campbell insisted that he begin a regular
course of preparatidn for the work of the Christian ministry, promising to
furnish him whatever means should be necessary to that end. The young man
had the grace and th: wisdom to accept the generous offer, Later every
dollar of the money advanced was repaid with interest and gratitude. He
graduated from the institution on the fourth dey of July, eighteen hundred
and forty-seven, dividing the honors of his class with A, R. Benton, and

delivering the Latin salutory.
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The followlng year Mr. Graham spent in the Southwest as the ac-
ceredited representative of his Alma Mater and the "Millennial Harbinger,"
the religious Journal, of which Alexander Campbell was editor. Leaving
home in Pittsburgh in the following December he reached Little Rock
during the Christhas holidays. The Disciples of Christ even at that early
day had a large congregation at the capitol of Arkansas. At the request
of the cﬁurch young Graham halted in his tour, and preached for a week., The
people were so favorably impressed with his sermons, that he was urged to
become the permanent pastor of the ‘‘Church, This, however, he‘declined, be-
cause he wanted to kéep faith with Mr. Campbell, and finish the tésk he had
unde?taken to perform,

On the morning of Japuary sixth, eighﬁeen hundred and forty-eight, he
left Little Rock for Patesville in the northern part of the state. After‘a
month of travel on horsshack, and no small danger from swimming bridgeless
streams, he reached Fayetteville on Wednesday,afterhoon, the second day of
February. §oﬁg years after this perilous trip Nr. Ggaham made the following
mention of his firgt visit to Fayetteville: '

"The few Diseiples and other religicus people whom I met made for me &
sweet oasié. The first friend I found in the town was that cultured man
and perfect gentleman, Dr. Thomas J, Pollard, of blessed manory. He was
then and +111 his death--1f not the first--among the very first citizens
of the place. He was skillful in his profession, faithful in his allegiance
to Christ, fearless in his advocacy of what he congidered right, and, generéus
even to a fault., Connected with him in social life and religious sentiment
was Jemes Harvey Stirman, a merchant and a man of large influence iR the
community. These men and their charming wives may be said, without dis-
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paragement to others, to have formed the nucleus of the Chureh of the
Disciples in Fayetteville, The late Reverend Willlem Baxter, once a pro-
fessor in Arkensas College, says of this town as it was around the middle
of the last Century;

"Payetteville is a beautiful village where every prospect pleases. I
have never in my travels, which have extended from Boston to New Orleans,
found a place of equal size that surpassed our little mountain eity in all
the elements of polished and agreeabls society."*

Looking back over th intervening years one' can see that the coming
of Robert Graham was an epoch-meking event in the religious and educational
work of nge.tteville, which has been the Athens of Arkanas for meny yeérs.

On the evening of his arrival, February second, eighteen hundred and forty-
eight, he began a series of evangelistic¢ services which resulted in many con- 4
versions and the founding of the Church of the Disciples of Christ whose house
of worship now stands on the ground where the Arkansas College once stood.

He was agsisted in the revival by an able and distinguished minister, the
Reverend John T, Johnson, of Kentueky, a younger brother of Richard M. Johnson,
vice president of tﬁe United States during the edministration of Mertin Van
Buren. An outstending festurs of this religious ingathering was the high
character and social standing of those who came into the organization, One
was & well known and beloved minister of the gospel.,** Another was a leading
physician,®* fThere were also four lawyers who became distinguished both at
the bar end in the political history of the stats, 1 sermed at one time or
another as Circuit judges snd one was elected to thx suprems bench. These
four lawyers w‘ere ‘j'onas M. Tebbetts, Wilburn D. Reagan, Hugh F, Thomeson, and

* nPea Ridge and Prairie Grove," pages 11, 12

o The Rev. Williem T. Larrimore

*¥*Dn, Thomas J., Pollard
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Lafayette Gregg. After the close of the revival meeting aﬁd the organizatibn
of the church, Rev. Mr. Johnson returned to his home in Kentucky, and Rev,
Mr. Gpaham resumed his canvass in the interest of Bethany Gollege and the
V"Mj.llennial Harbinger." He mekes the following mentién of his ocall to
Fayetteville:

"After finishing the tour-of thousands of miles in the southwest, I
returned to my home in 'Pé_nnsjrlvénia. This was in mid-summer, eighteen hundred
and forty-eight, In the meantime Mp, '.Tames H. Stifman, a merchant of -
Fayetteville, who wab'bn his way east to buy eoods, called at Pittsburgh.

He visited my family, ax;d on behalf of the’church, presented the call for me
to become the shepherd of the little flock out.in the Ozark Mountains; " He,
also, got my wife well disposed to come to Arkansas, ¥ith the advice of
Alexander Campbell and John T. Johnson, the ¢sll to the far west was accepted,"

In those days of slow travel, elther by boat or stagecoach, it was a
long journey from Pittsburgh to Fayetteville., At this time a trip around the
world would be an aasief task end far more comfortable, Mr, Graham, his wife,
and little son reached Fayestteville in the Christmas holidays, eighteen hun-
dred and forty-eight. In the following paragraph he tells how he came to be
. & teacher, _

"As the ability of the church to support a pestor was linitéd, I re=-
golved to support myself and family by teaching school, There was a small
institution of learning, known as "F;r West Seminary,”" located at Mount Comfort,
three miles from,Fayetteville, owned by Robert Macklin, a vChristian gentleman
and eminent teacher, With him I formed a partnership and became half owner
of the school. This arrangment, however, continued only a year or two."

With the advice and support of friends both in towm and. in other parts
of the state, Mr. Graham founded a sbBhool at Fayetteville under his own
menagement. The school was opened in a residence which stodd on the lot
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where the Cenmtral Presbyterian Church is now located, Mr. Graham says
of this enterprise:

"The College was founded and donducted under the augpices of the
Church, The large and beautiful grove in the Northeast part of the town
Tacing on College Avenue from Dickson Street to Spring Street, and come
prising ten acres of ground, was deeded to me by William MeGarrah,and wife
on the thirty-first day of December, eightesn hundred and fifty-ons, The
erection of the main building was bégun immediztely. It was large and
elegant, Later two wings and a library room wbee adiled, moking it one of
the most complste colleges in the State., A liberal charter was granted by
the legislature, and soon the halls were filled with students from different
parts of Arkansas, the Indian Territary and the Southwest generally. A few
cams from' the northern states, gnd four or ﬁ:ve from fngland., These parti-
culars are mentioned thst you may know, that even et that early time,
Fayetteville was known as a center of religious and educational influence,
The Arkansas College and the two female seminaries added much 40 the bugie
ness, the c¢ulture, and the reputation of the town, Soon families sought it
as @ homé while educating their children., A weekly pajer wag started, a
new ¢ourt house was bullt, stores and residences increased, and the whols
towrn took on new life, so -that within a few yeoars it was allowed to be a
handome little city both by visitors and others, We had no railroad, however,
and the place was rather secluded, but later the grest Butterfield line of
stege coaches from Saint touis tc California waz opened, and this lack of

communivation with the rest of the country was in part remedied."
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III.

As the charter granted to Arkansas Collegs was the first one ever
given to an institution of learming in this state, it is published in
full as follows:

' An Aet to Incorporate Arkansas College.

3ection I, BE IT INACTED BY THY GENTRAL ASSEMBLY OF TH< STATE OF
ARRAN®AS, That Robert Graham, T, B, Van Horne, J. M, Tibbetts, David
Walker, J. H., Stirman, T. J. Pollard, Jesse Turner, Henry Wilcox, A, B,
Greenwood, J. P, Yorean, Samuel M, Rutherford; Absalom Fowler, E, H,
Engligh, Jabez Tanner, Seneca Sutton, Wilbura D..Reagan, George A. Pettigrew,
and their successors, be, and they are hereby created a body politic and |
Sorporate under the name and style of "Arkensas College;" and henceforth
shall be known by tha&t name, and by that style and nﬁme to remain and have
power to appoint their successors, to sue and he smued, plead‘and be in~-"-
pleaded, to have a common seal, snd to alter, the seme at pleasure, to make
and alter, from time to time, such by-lews as they may deem necessafy for
the goyvernment of said institution, its officers and servénts: Provided,
such by-laws are not inconsistent with the Constitutdon and laws of the
United States,

Section II., That said corporation shall hsve power to fill sueh va-
cancies in their body eas may happen.by death, resignatgqn, or otherwise:
and shall hold the property of said institution solely for the purpose of
education, and not as stock for the individual benefit of themselves, or of
any contributor to the endowment of the same; Provided, That the amount
ownod by said corporation shall not, at any time, exeedd two hundred thousand
dollars, over and above the buildings, library asnd appuratﬁs necegsary to the
institution,
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Section ITI. That said institution shall be located in or near the
town of Fayetteville, in Washington County, in this State. Said College
shall be competent in law or equity, to take, in its said corporate name, -
real, personal, or mixed property, by gift, grant, bargain, and sale, con=-
veyance, will, devise, or bequest, of any person or persons, whomsoever;
and the some estate whether real or personal, to grant, bargain, sell,
convey, devise, let, place out at interest, or otherwise dispose of, for
the uge of said institutioﬁ, in such manner as shall seem most benefiqial
to sald institution, Said corpdration shall, according to their best judg-
ment, apply the funds that may come into their hands in erecting suitable
buildings, supporting necessary officers, instructors. and servants; and in .
proouring books, maps, charts, globes, and philosophical, chemical and
other apparatus, necessary to the success of sald institutionm,

Section IV. That sald corporation shall have power. to empioy and ape-
point a Presidmnt, treasurer, and all such professors, teachers, and ser-
vants, as may be nec¢essary, and shall have power to displace .any or either
of them as the interest of sald institution requires; to fill vacaneies that
may hapren, by regignation, or otherwise, among such officers and servants,
and to prescribe and direct the course of studies to be rursued by said
institution,

Seetion V., That sald corporation shall have power to establish departe-
ments for the study of any orsall of the learned and liberal professiohs,
and to insﬁitute and grant diplomas in the same, to constitute and confer
the degrees of doété&, in learned artsland sciences, and "bells 1¢ttres,PL
and to confer such other gcadamical degrees s are usually conferred by the
most learned universities.

Section VI. That said ¢orporation shall have power to institute a board
of competent persons, always including the faculty; who shall examine all
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ap?licants for academical degrees; and if suoh applicants are found to
posgess such knowledge pursued in zaid institution, #s in the judgment of
seld board renders them worthy, they may be considered graduate:in course,
end shall be entitled to a diplome accordingly, on paying such Tees as the -
corporation shall preacribe, which fee, however, shall not excesd the
tuition b1lls of the whole course.of studies in mald institution; said
-exemining beard muy not excesd the number of seven, three of who# may tran-
sact business, provided one be of the faculty.

Sectlon VIX., That there shall be a stated annunl recting of the
trusteoes, to be held at such time as they shall aproint st their frist reogular
meeting, held under ﬁhis charter, and if any trustee shall fail to ettend at
two succassive annusl meetings of said trustees vithout nssizning e suf-
fleient reason therefor, his seat may be vacéted, end the trustees may pro-
ceed to fill the wvacancy,.

 Section ¥I1l, That nothing herein contained shall be so constrﬁed a8
to suthorize the estahlishment of a Theological professorship in said
institution,

Section IX. That this Act take effect from its prsszane, Approved
1l4th December, 1852,

26 ook ek e ook

In the third volume of "The Publications of the Arkanzes Historienl
Association,” puge one hundred and twenty-nine, is the fellowing parsgraph in
regards to the chorter granted Cane Hill College located in Yiashington County:

"The plahs for the college was matured in elightesn hundred and Tifty-
two, and on the fifteenth day of December of that year, the general aggembly
of the State psssed an act incorporating the bosrd of trustees, and granting

a charter to Cane Hill follege--the first chartered college in Arkansag,"
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